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TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING 


7 The twelfth annual meeting of the Association was held in Washington, D.C., on August 29th and 30th. 
_ The August 29th meeting was held at the Hotel Statler and was jointly sponsored by the Division of Person- 
ality and Social Psychology of the APA and by the ACPA. It consisted of a Syniposium on Current Concepts 
of the Authoritarian Personality in which the four participants were equally divided between members of 
the ACPA and APA members who do not belong to our Association. The session was held in the ballroom 
of the Statler, the largest of the APA meeting rooms, and the session was well attended throughout its almost 
three hour duration. The discussion on this controversial and somewhat touchy issue was conducted in an 
atmosphere of objectivity and impartiality which reflected credit on all concerned. 


The second portion of the meeting was held the following day, August 30th, at Catholic University. 
The morning session was opened by an address of welcome by Rt. Rev. Msgr. William J. McDonald, Rector 
of the University, and the remainder of the morning was given over to a discussion of Pope Pius XII's ad- 
dress of April 10, 1958 to the International Association of Applied Psychologists. Copies of this address 
in the edition issued by the National Catholic Welfare Conference were sent to ACPA members with the July 
issue of the NEWSLETTER. Copies were also sold at the meeting and a reasonable number of copies still 
remain. These will be sent as long as the supply lasts to members (who might desire a second copy) and to 
subscribers upon request to the Executive Secretary. Your request should be accompanied by 30 cents in 
stamps to defray the cost of the booklet. 


Luncheon at Caldwell Hall on the Catholic University campus, attended by approximately 150 persons, 
intervened between the morning and the afternoon sessions. The afternoon meeting was given over to a 
panel discussion on Synthesis of Discipline and Permissiveness, thus continuing in selected areas (the family, 
education, and industry) the basic question raised in the discussion of the day previous on the authoritarian 
personality. A short business meeting followed the panel discussion after which came the address of the out - 
going President, Dr. Magda B. Arnold, which bore the title: The Psychologist in the Intellectual Apostolate. 
At the conclusion of her address Dr. Arnold turned her office over to the incoming President, Dr. Salvatore 
G. DiMichael, who addressed the members briefly before declaring the meeting adjourned. 


_ Credit for the success of the meeting is due to the efforts of the Program Committee and especially 
to its indefatigable chairman, Sister Mary Amatora, O.S.F., of St. Francis College, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
It is only by reason of Sister's ceaseless efforts that we were able to secure a joint APA - ACPA session 
for the second straight year. The Association is greatly indebted also to Dr. Mary E. Reidy for her ef- 

_ ficient local arrangements. 


The Board of Directors met in Washington on Wednesday, August 27th, the day prior to the start of 
the ACPA convention, and briefly again on Saturday, August 30th after the general ACPA meeting. The fol- 
_ lowing points are here presented as being of general interest: 


f Outcome of Elections... 


/ Brother John Egan, of Iona College, acting for the chairman of the Committee on Elections, an- 
ences that the following persons had been elected to Office: 
BS President-elect Dr. Raymond J. McCall 
Executive-Secretary Rev. William C. Bier, S.J. 


Board of Directors Dr. Genevieve P. Hunter 
Dr. Alexander A. Schneiders 
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The election was based upon returns from 258 mem- 


. bers or 52 per cent of those eligible to participate and 


was determined by the method of preferential count pre- 


scribed in the Constitutions. The latter also provide that 


chairmen of the four standing Committees of the Associ- 
ation, the remaining members of each Committee being 
appointed by the Board of Directors upon nomination by 
the respective chairmen. The Board determined that Sr. — 
Amatora should continue as chairman of the Committee on 
Program and Sr. Annette as chairman of the Committee 
on Membership. Dr. Hunter, who was re-elected to the 
Board, was continued in her post with the Committee on 


| 
the elected members of the Board of Directors serve as | 
| 
| 


$1.00 a year Elections, and Dr. Schneiders assumed the chairmanship 
of the Committee on Publicity. 
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| 
will be published, however, and provision for their publication has been made in the above budget. Had the 


1957 Proceedings come out during the past year as scheduled, the current bank balance would have been re- 
duced by that amount. The other major factor contributing to the unbalanced budget is the needed increase in 
secretarial help for the Executive-Secretary. The Board felt, however, that the present bank balance pro- 
vided a sufficient cushion and that there was no need, therefore, to increase the Association dues at this time. 


= 


The following budget, prepared by the Board of Directors, was proposed in summary form at the meet- 


ing and was accepted by the members present, thus fixing $3.00 as the amount of Association dues for 1959: 


Estimated receipts 
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It is evident the budget as proposed above is an unbalanced one. Part of the estimated deficit arises 
Strom the fact that the Proceedings of the 1957 meeting have not yet been published. It is expected that they 


New members... 


Following the recommendation of the Committee on Membership, and after due consideration of the 
questionable cases, the Board of Directors at their meeting of August 27th elected the following persons to 
membership in the Association: 


Constituent Members Associate Members 
Angers, William P., Ph.D. Becker, James A. 
Bell, Carl J. Burkard, Sr. Mary Innocentia, SSND 


Bent, Russell Carini, Esta M., Ph.D. 


Constituent Members (Con. ) 
Domash, Walter S., Jr. 
Draffen, Mary T. 


Flanagan, Rev. George F., O.F.M. 


Hviid, Jorgen 

Kardos, Sr. M. Seraphia, SS. C. M. 
Kelly, Francis J. 

McCavitt, Martin E., Ed.D. 
_~MacDorman, Carroll F. 
McMurray, Helen B., Ph.D. 
Martin, Sr. M. Aloyse, I.H.M. 
Maxwell, Eileen 

Meany, John O. 

Murphy, Daniel P. 

Ryan, John F. X., Ed.D. 
Schell, Ruth E. 

Simmons, Alvin J. 


Associate Members (Con.) 

Cassidy, Rev. James P. 

Driscoll, Charles L. 

Golden, Sr. Mary Constance, R.S.M. 
Hagmaier, Rev. George C.S.P.. 
Hartmann, Sr. Mary Andrew, G.S.I.C. 
Hering, Florian J. 

Kennedy, Rev. Eugene C., M.M. 
Kirk, Br. Daniel F.M.S. 

Lanigan, Mary 

McKenna, Sr. Helen Veronica, 8.S.J. 
McManamon, Rev. James, O.F.M. 
Marmorale, Ann M. 

O'Brien, Brian J. 

Reindl, Sr. Mary Olivia, SSND 
Scheckel, Carl L. 

Schlueter, Sr. Mary Peter, R.S.M. 


Stevens, Phillipa Brady, Ph.D. Siudzinski, Edward S., Ph.D. 


Williams, Marie E. 


There were 48 applicants for membership but only the 41 listed above, in the judgment of the Com- 
mittee on Membership and the Board of Directors, successfully met the membership requirements. The 48 
newly elected members bring the total membership of the Association at the present time to 625, with 516 
constituent and 109 associate members. 


CORRECTION 


The NEWSLETTER Supplement for July contained an account of Motivational Research by Dr. Robert 
F. Medina, of the J. Walter Thompson Co., of Chicago. On page two of the Supplement the first line of the 
left hand column should have read "quantitative or 'nose counting' procedures," and the first line of the right — 
hand column should have read "quantification studies." The July Supplement had substituted "qualitative" and 
"qualification" in the two instances, thus almost inverting the meaning of the author. You can at least make 
the correction in your own copy of the July Supplement, if you desire to do so. Our apologies to the author 
whose text was rendered almost unintelligible at these two points. 


NEWSBRIEFS 


NEW POSTS FOR ACPA MEMBERS. Mr. Rudolph L. Zlody has left the staff of psychological ser- 
vices at Fordham University to accept the post of assistant professor of psychology at Duquesne University, 
Pittsburgh....Dr. Robert G. Milligan is now chief psychologist at the Blackhawk County Mental Health Cen- 
ter in Waterloo, Iowa....Mr. James Colwell has joined the staff of the Psychology Department at the Univer- 
sity of San Francisco, which is beginning this fall to offer a full undergraduate major in psychology....Rev. 
Charles A. Weisgerber, S.J. has been relieved of the duties of Acting Dean of the Graduate School at Ge 
University of Detroit in order to return full time to the Psychology Department....Dr. Daniel P. Murphy, 
who has just completed his doctoral studies at the University of Rochester, has ieined the staff of the Psychol 
ogy Department at De Paul University, Chicago....Dr. Peter T. Pompilo has resigned as Director of Psy - | 
chological Services, Seton Institute, Baltimore, to accept the position of Chief Clinical Psychologist at the 
Esther Richards Children's Center in Owings Mills, Maryland. This newly formed center will undertake 
short term intensive treatment of seriously emotionally disturbed children....Rev. William C. Bier, S.J. 
has been appointed chairman of the Psychology Department at Fordham University....Dr. Thomas Campan-— 
ella has resigned from Villanova University to go to Cabrini College, Radnor, Penna., where he is Assistant 
to the President and Head of the Psychology Department....Mr. Anthony X. Farmer, chief psychologist at 
the Wyoming State Hospital, has been granted a one year leave of absence and stipend to attend the Harvard | 
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AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE USE OF PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS AS AN AID IN THE 
SELECTION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 


Le Roy A. Wauck 
De Paul University 


This research was designed to investigate the 
fulness of several well-known and widely used 
chological tests as screening devices in the 
ection of candidates for the diocesan priesthood. 
= tests employed were: The Ohio State Psychol- 
cal Examination, the Kuder Preference Record 
-m BB, the MMPI Group Form, and the Group 
eschach Technique. The criterion was the con- 
sus ratings provided on a ten variable, five- 

nt rating scale by seven prefect-raters yielding 
ingle total adjustment score for each of the 
jects. The tests were administered to 206 

jor seminarians over a period of three years. 


The data were subjected to a multiple correla- 
1al analysis using the nine interest scales of 
Kuder, the nine clinical scales of the MMPI, 
well as a single total adjustment score based 
the summed T scores of the nine scales, the 
io State Total Score, and a Group Rorschach 
al Score derived from the Munroe Inspec=- 

1 Technique. This resulted in a multiple r of 
8 with a standard error of 4.26. This r was 
nificant at the one per cent level. The high- 
single correlation of any of the variables 

en separately with the criterion was a +. 26 
ween the Group Rorschach Score and the 

culty Rating Scale. The remainder of the cor- 
ations were of a very low and slightly neg- 
ve nature. 


Because of the generally negative character 
these findings, an analysis of the extremes 
she population was carried out. The popula- 
1 was divided into the top 29 and the bottom 
cases on the basis of the Rating Scale Scores 
| distribution. F tests for heterogeneity of 
‘iance and t ratios to test the significance of 
differences in the mean scores between these 
groups were then carried out for each of 
riginal variables in the study. The Group 
hach score and the Mf scale of the MMPI 


proved to be significant beyond the one per cent 
level, and the D scale of the MMPI significant 
at the five per cent level. 


A further analysis of 16 Rorschach variables 
was conducted, using F tests andt ratios, to 
determine which of the usual scoring categories, 
among the determinants, contributed most to this 
difference. It was found that among the various 
factors, the FC score was the only one to attain 
significance, and this was at the one per cent 
level. However, there was a general tendency for 
the better adjusted group to yield consistently 
fewer pathological Rorschach "signs." For ex- 
ample, the better adjusted group had approximate- 
ly twice as many Form-Color responses and three 
times as many FK responses as did the "poorly" 
adjusted group. The same trends were noted for 
CF, FM, M, cF, C', and a category devised by 
the author, styled Dv (Deviant verbalizations). 
Negatively, it is interesting to note that the two 
groups are not significantly different in terms of 
such variables as number of W and M responses 
nor in total number of R. Since these variables 
are usually related to intellectual factors, this 
result is not surprising. Using the Ohio State 
no significant differences in intelligence were 
demonstrated between the two groups. 


From these results it may be concluded that 
the Mf scale of the MMPI and the Group Ror- 
schach Total Adjustment score are able to dis- 
criminate significantly between the better ad- 
justed and the less well-adjusted portions of this 
seminary population as determined by the criteri- 
on. The D scale is less helpful, but still signifi- 
cant at the five per cent level. Although the ex- 
istence of a high level of mental ability and high 
social service interest may be considered a find- 
ing, the mere presence of these elements in no 
way constitutes a criterion for the prediction of 
successful adjustment. Their presence is required 


as a kind of necessary condition, but without the 
appropriate dynamic and motivational components. 
they may remain sterile. 


The "typical" well adjusted seminarian in this 
study may be described as being superior in in- 
telligence, strongly interested in people and 
ideas, tending toward more normal anxiety, but 
with good emotional control. He tends to have 
fewer pathological conflicts and basic immaturi- 
ties than does his less well adjusted classmate. 
He also tends to be relatively freer of morbid pre- 
occupations, strong depressive feelings, and 
crippling anxieties. In a word, he is able to or- 
ganize, mobilize, and direct his intellectual, vo- 
litional, and affective powers toward the goals of 
social achievement and personal happiness with a 
minimum of strain and dissatisfaction. This in- 
terpretation is made, despite the presence of 
relatively elevated D and Pt scores on the MMPI 
for the "better adjusted" portion of the sample, 
since the writer does not believe that the usual 
interpretation oriented along-pathological lines 
is warranted. De facto, in the light of careful. 
clinical observation, this group with higher D 
and Pt scores (the latter significant at the 10 
_ per cent level) is not more maladjusted than the 
group with the lower scores. This conclusion 
is further borne out by the fact that the better 
adjusted group, while obtaining higher D and Pt 
scores on the MMPI, is actually singularly low 
in these signs on the Group Rorschach. Thus 
the seemingly paradoxical findings wherein the 
better adjusted get 'poorer'' MMPI scores only 
points to the questionable propriety of using 
such a test with a very uniquely selected and 
specialized population. It may well be con- 
sidered as an artifact of the test and the situ- 
ation working together. It should be noted 
that while the D and Pt scores are somewhat 
higher for the better adjusted group, they are 
actually well within the normal limits of the 
test range itself. 


The value of this finding on the MMPI as 
contrasted with the results of the Group Ror- 
schach and the Rating Scale, is that it points 
out very well that the results which one obtains 
using the various paper-pencil ‘personality tests” 
are definitely dependent upon many factors, in- 
cluding the manner in which one uses them, the 
special population under consideration, the 
original purpose and standardization of the test, 


a 


etc. It further emphasizes the fact that such test 
do not literally make judgments of themselves, b 
simply provide a catalog or enumeration of res- 
ponses which must be interpreted by a skilled an 
properly trained psychologist. 


The findings of this study stress the need for 
treme caution in the use of group psychological t 
in seminary selection programs. While these tes 
may be employed with some value in a total batte 
the results point unequivocally to the necessity fo 
individual clinical judgment and evaluation if the 
of screening and selection is to be performed pra 
erly. 


The following table summarizes certain of the 
basic findings of the research: 


Scale or Test Mean Score 8.] 
Rating Scale 22.69 4. 
Ohio State Total 103.10 21. 
MMPI Adjustment Score 56.66 5. 
Group Rorschach 14.62 6. 
Kuder: 

Mechanical 62.61 21. 

Computational 27.82 10. 

Scientific 55.71 15. 

Persuasive 68.17 19. 

Artistic * 42,64 14, 

Literary 53.09 15, 

Musical 22.56 13. 

Social Service 96.32 17. 

Clerical 45.27 i— 
MMPI: 

Hypochondriasis 54.37 

Depression 51. 69 

Hysteria .57.43 

Psychopathy 58.11 

Masculinity-F emininity 60. 20 

Paranoia 55.07 

Psychasthenia 59.06 

Schizophrenia 58.17 

Hypomania 55.39 1 


Reference: Wauck, LeRoy A. An Investigation 
the Use of Psychological Tests as an Aid in the 
lection of Candidates for the Diocesan Prie 
Unpublished doctoral dissertation. Loyola Unit 
sity, Chicago, 1956. 
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Graduate School of Education to complete work on his doctoral degree in counseling. He will resume his 
duties at the Hospital in June, 1959....Dr. Vytautas J. Bieliauskas has resigned from the Richmond Pro- 
fessional Institute of the College of William and Mary to join the staff of the Psychology Department at Xavier 
University, Cincinnati, Ohio....Mr. George J. Walters has accepted the post of Guidance Instructor at the 
Juneau High School, Juneau, Alaska. ...In addition to his duties as Director of Counseling and Testing at St. 
John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota, Rev. Aubrey A. Zellner, O.S.B. has been appointed Chairman 
of the Department of Education....Dr. Barry Fagin has come from Chico State College, Chico, Calif., to 
the University of Portland where he will supervise training in Vocational Counseling and Testing. 


ACTIVITIES OF ACPA MEMBERS. Miss Vera D. Denty, one of the British members of the ACPA, 
will be in the United States for a lecture series from January 19th to May 1st, 1959. Arrangements for Miss 
Denty's lectures during that period may be made either by writing to her in England (73 Parliament Hill, 
London, N.W. 3) or by contacting Mr. J. J. Dawson, 60 West Broad Street, Mount Vernon, N.Y..... The 
39th Annual Meeting of the Franciscan Educational Conference, held this year at St. Bonaventure University, 
St. Bonaventure, N.Y. from August 6-8, considered the theme: The Mind of Modern Man. The following 
five Franciscan members of the ACPA presented papers at the meeting: Fr. Fintan McNamee, Fr. Alan 
Glynn, Fr. Carrol Tageson, Fr. Marvin Freihage, and Fr. Pacific Hug. Out of the meeting came the forma- 
tion of a Franciscan Psychology Section, which will remain a permanent section of the Franciscan Education- 
al Conference. Rev. Alan Glynn, O.F.M., Chairman of the Department of Psychology atSt. Bonaventure 
University, was named organizational chairman and Brother Philip Harris, O.S.F., Director of Student Per- 
sonnel at St. Francis College, Brooklyn, was appointed secretary of the newly formed group....Dr. Hirsch 
L. Silverman, Director of Psychological Services in the Nutley, New Jersey public schools, has recently 
been elected Secretary of the New Jersey Academy of Science, and is also serving as co-editor of the NJAS 
BULLETIN. ...Sr. Mary Theresa Francis, B.V.M. participated in the 13th Annual National TEPS Conference 
at Bowling Green, June 24-28, and acted as co-chairman of one’ of the 32 study groups which discussed "New 
Perspectives in the Education of Teachers"....Rev. William C. Bier, S.J., Executive-Secretary of the ACPA 
has been appointed chairman of the APA Committee on the Relations between Psychology and Religion.... 

Sr. Mary Theodine, F.S.P.A., of Viterbo College, La Crosse, Wis., is the President for 1958-1959 of the 
Wisconsin Association of Student Teaching....Br. Roger Philip, F.S.C., Chairman of the Department of 
Psychology at Assumption University, Windsor, Canada, has been elected a Fellow of the Canadian Psychol- 
ogical Association. This honor was accorded him in recognition of his outstanding work in science and was 
conferred in June at the annual CPA convention, held this year in Edmonton, Alberta....Miss Lourette M. 
Booz, School Psychologist with the Milwaukee Public Schools, attended the four-week summer session at the 
University of Wisconsin on ''The Gifted Child," sponsored by the Uhrig Foundation....Rev. Aubrey A. Zellner 
O.S.B., of St. John's University, Collegeville, Minn., gave lectures this summer on Psychological Testing 
and Counseling to the faculties of Collegio San Antonio Abad in Humacao, Puerto Rico, and St. Augustine's 
College, Nassau, Bahamas....Dr. Raymond J. McCall, Chairman of the Psychology Department at Marquette 
University, is President this year of the Milwaukee County Psychological Association. 


BOOK REVIEW SECTION 


Cribbin, James J., Harris, Br. Philip, O.S.F., and McMahon, William J. IT'S YOUR LIFE. New York: 
Harcourt Brace, 1957. Pp. xiii +354. $2.64 (paper back). 


We are living in an era of rapid and far-reach- 
ing changes in our society! It is difficult for parents 
and teachers, particularly of adolescents, to keep 
pace with them in their changes of attitudes toward 
self, toward others, and particularly toward work 


_ and authority. Always there has been a conflict, a 
difference of point of view between parents and the 


new generation arising. 


Conscientious parents have become anxious to 


the point of seeking help wherever help seems 
available, in order the better to understand their 
teen-agers. There are few sources of help, and 
loyal Catholic parents desire help that is psychol- 
ogically and religiously sound and constructive both 
for society and for the individual's growth and de- 
velopment. 


We have now concrete help in the "Insight Se- 
ries" of which the first volume IT'S YOUR LIFE 


was issued in 1957. Although the volume is in- 
tended for junior and senior high school years it 
seems to have been issued first as the title is a 
challenging thought to most adolescents to put more 
into life and get more out of it. Also it is Juniors 
and Seniors who need concrete help in planning suc- 
cessful lives, successful in the eyes of God, in 
their own eyes, and the eyes of their fellowmen. 

As an aid to this first volume there has been issued 
recently an accompanying Handbook. 


The Chapters of IT'S YOUR LIFE cover the en- 
tire range of functions and techniques of a guidance 
program. Educators might question this over -all, 
general treatment except for two things. First, 
the junior and senior years of high school awaken 
our young people to the need for decisions, for con- 
sideration of essentials, and an over-all picture 
of what to think about, read about and discuss in 
youth groups and in school classes. ''Things to 
Think About" and ''you Might Like to Read--" 
listed at chapter endings supply pertinent items of 
great worth for discussion. Secondly, the chap- 
ters supply a very wide range of youth interests 
suggested by educators who have gone through the 
educational process themselves and, knowing the 
world, are able to supply guide posts for adoles- 
cent thinking. 


Three other volumes will follow this initial 
one, IT'S YOUR EDUCATION for Freshmen and 
Sophomores in high school, IT'S YOUR PERSON- 
ALITY for second year students, and IT'S YOUR 
VOCATION for Seniors. These volumes will supply 
specific and concrete treatment of needs of the 
adolescent years. The Editors have planned for the 
series' use in high schools -(not as texts or work- 
books)-and another edition to be put into the hands 
of parents in the home with a view to self-guidance 
of the children. 


Strang, Ruth. THE ADOLESCENT VIEWS HIMSELF. 


The extensive original data in this book shows 
how adolescents see themselves, the world in which 
they live, and the future which lies before them. 
Contents of the volume consist of the teen-ager's own 
description of his attitudes and values, hopes and 
fears, activities and relationships. 


Adolescents were asked to describe, in instruc- 
tional compositions, how it felt to be growing up. 
They were led to talk about their problems and 
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The Chapters of IT'S YOUR LIFE emphasize the 
group guidance method, and this is sound planning. 
Parents and Youth or Teacher and Youth do not usual- 
ly talk freely together, do not readily approach indi- 


vidual counseling without the intermediary factor of 


group guidance. Youth fears to find individual imper- 
fections within himself - and a consequent trend toward 
inferiority appears in his attitude toward self and his 
accomplishments. This fear tends to dissolve when he 
listens to other students ask help or talk frankly of 
their deficiencies to a counselor who is not "on duty as 
a teacher" but as a friend of the students. Tensions 
are released, students learn to feel more at home with 
self. There is no phase of adolescent interest 

omitted from the chapters of this book. Teen-agers 
are stimulated to deeper thinking, to wider interests, 
to greater achievements, and so stimulated to whole- 
some accomplishments. 


The Teachers' Handbook is a great help to teachers 
with little preparation for personnel and guidance work. 
Essential for such teachers is information needed to 
discuss appropriate topics, orienting teachers who are 
relatively inexperienced in the use of pupil personnel 
techniques to group guidance and homeroom discussion 
procedures. 


In general, the student will find in this one book a 
veritable mine of valuable materials - leads for his 
over-all education. He cannot afford to overlook this 
volume and its handbook which offer him so much ! 
Practical psychology is characteristic of the authors' 
work. If such a stimulating medium is used in high 
schools, and young people are encouraged to read wide- 
ly in this fascinating material concerning themselves 
and the world of work we shall have permanent life val- 
ues. We shall have also many more students devoted to 
solid study, to research and development of all the 
talents God thas given them up to their maximum ca- 
pacity. 


Seton Hall University Sr. Teresa Gertrude, O.S.B. 


Newark 2, N. J. 
New York: McGraw-Hill, 1957. Pp. xiv + 581. $7.95. — 


anxieties, their dislikes and their ideals, both in pri- 
vate interviews as well as in group discussion. The 
material thus gained is organized around the major de- 
velopmental tasks and problems of adolescence; achiev- 
ing independence, scholastic success, successful 
social relations, etc. 


In so far as this text presents data which enable the 
adult to look out at the adolescent through the latter's 
eyes, it is a helpful and welcome addition to the growing 


literature on adolescent "'self-revelations." It 

is disappointing, however, to encounter Miss 
Strang's confining concept of religion consisting, as 
she sees it, mainly to feelings (p. 120) and the shal- 
low norms of morality reflected in her interpretation 
of the excellent data in her book. To her, the "'so- 
cially acceptable" and the "psychologically sound" 
form the basis of right and wrong. She says, for 
example (p. 325): ''The occasional practice (mas- 
turbation) should be accepted at the time." 


In attempting to reveal the adolescent from with- 
in, the author presents the wishes of adolescents 
(p. 125) with no reference to their spiritual aspir- 
ations; yet, this reviewer found in his study (Self- 
Revelation of the Adolescent Boy, p. 333) that four 
out of ten Catholic adolescents identified a spiritual 
good among their wishes. The picture Miss Strang 
presents of adolescent's doubts and religious atti- 
tudes (p. 120-3) is likewise far out of focus as far 
as Catholic adolescents are concerned. Studies of 
Catholic adolescent groups reveal two-thirds find- 
ing religion a source of joy with only one in ten 


having serious religious doubts. 


Many will find this volume unsatisfactory be- 
cause of the author's failure to include certain per- 
tinent studies which throw light on the adolescent's 
perception of himself. For example, the lack of 
reference to Catholic books on Adolescence is most 
striking; not a single reference to such helpful texts 
as those by Alexander Schneiders or Raphael Mc- 
Carthy; no reference to the pertinent writings of 
Rudolph Allers, Felix Kirsch, or Joseph Kempf. 

A text aiming to be adequate and laying some claim 

to scholarship could ill afford to ignore completely, 
as does this volume, the forerunner of modern "adol- 
escent views himself" books -- Sister Mildred Knoeb- 
ber's Self-Revelation of the Adolescent Girl. 


In summary: a promising but unsatisfactory text, 
handicapped by "'exclusivism," and based on an in- 
adequate philosophy. 


De Paul University 
Chicago, Illinois 


Urban H. Fleege, Ph.D. 
Chairman, Dept. of Educ. 


Strasser, Stephan THE SOUL IN METAPHYSICAL AND EMPiRICAL PSYCHOLOGY . (Trans. by Henry J. 


Koren, C.S.Sp.). 


In the Continental tradition as well as in the 
Dewey decimal classification, psychology is still 
one of the parts of philosophy; in some academic 
structures, where psychology has broken loose 
from the department of philosophy, it has carried 
the course in "rational psychology" along with it. 
Dr. Strasser is convinced that this union conceals 
from view not only differences but even disagree- 
ments. The philosopher and the psychologist ''do 
not understand each other, even when they think 
they do. Their exchange of views is marked by 
ambiguity, and their apparent unity of thought is 
based upon a misunderstanding. It is not sur- 
prising that no fruitful collaboration has developed 
upon this shifting and treacherous soil." (p. 20) 
Dr. Strasser sets out to show the difference be- 
tween psychology and the metaphysics of man by 
studying the concept of soul. 


The argument, however, is complex. In the 
first part of the book, the first chapter ("'study'') 
is an attempt to make the problem come to light. 
The way is twofold. The first is to look at sever- 


al traditional ways of stating the continuity or 


complementarity of the science and philosophy of 
man (e.g. "experimental psychology studies the 


Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 1957. 


Pp. x + 275. $5.00 (paper, $4.25). 
facts, rational psychology deduces the principles of 
man") and see that this description runs counter to 
both of the disciplines. The second way is to look 
briefly at a problem, that of "sensing, '' to see that 
there is no simple scientifico-philosophical definition. 
The second chapter looks at the source of some con- 
temporary misunderstandings arising from Descartes, 
Locke, Kant, Scheler, and Husserl. The third chap- 
ter raises the question, "Is the self, or soul, another 
object among objects?" and concludes that unless we 
make some kind of distinction here, the Kantian cri- 
tique will be unanswerable. 


In the second part of the book, Dr. Strasser be- 
gins with a new investigation of metaphysical prin-. 
ciples. The fourth chapter studies the ego as source 
of its activities, the fifth, the ego as corporeal, and 
the sixth, the ego as interiority of consciousness. 
These strongly philosophical chapters are based on 
phenomenological analyses, and will perhaps be dif- 
ficult reading for Americans who are not familiar 
with this method and style. Yet one essential part 
of Dr. Strasser's proof of the difference between 
philosophy and psychology is contained in these chap- 
ters. Anyone who thinks that this fundamental thesis 
is wrong owes it to himself to read these chapters 


carefully. Only then will he be able to appreciate 
the arguments of the seventh chapter, in which the 
title of the book is finally pinpointed. Dr. Strasser 
holds that the task of philosophical psychology is the 
explanation of spiritual self-experience. In this con- 
nection, he considers the notion of "organized time" 
as the 'material a priori of physical being."" In 


the same context, he looks at what he now thinks he 


is entitled to call the "error of introspective psy- 
chology.'' The science of psychology, in contrast, 
he calls the 'science of existential orientation. ' 


In an appendix, Dr. Strasser takes up the phil- 
osophy of "behavior.'' Many contemporary psy- 
chologists, particularly in America, wish to de- 
fine their science as "the science of behavior." 
Behavior, however, is not easy to define; Dr. 


Strasser signalizes attempts to define it which make 


it coextensive with reality, or confuse it with me- 
chanics, or refer ultimately to undefined elements.’ 
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‘He then attempts to define "behavior" so that it will 


“St. Louis University 
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be a distinct field of study, and yet be usable (i.e., 
not merely formal and a priori). His own defini- 
tion (''we correctly speak of 'behavior' whenever 

a subject prepares his future by actualizing one or 
more past experiences" (p. 246) is a striking one, 
but should not be expected to be understood, much 
less criticized, apart from the careful explanations 
and distinctions made in this appendix. 


This is an important book for both philosophers 
and psychologists, and deserves careful attention. 
It should be noted, in passing, that the author not 
only does not wish to separate the two disciplines. 
On the contrary, he pleads for fruitful collaboration, 
and looks on the establishing of a distinction as a 


necessary condition for such collaboration. - 


George P. Klubertanz, S.J. 
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